
 

 

5 March 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are safe and well. As I write to you ahead of the re-opening of the Academy 
for all students next week, I would like to start by thanking you for your continued support throughout this 
busy and challenging period. We are all very much looking forward to welcoming our students back on 
Monday and, whilst we are by no means back to a situation where things are back to ‘normal’, it will be 
great to see everyone back in school. 
 
Of course, there will undoubtedly be some challenges ahead and there continues to be regular updates to 
national and regional guidance. As an Academy community, we must continue to adapt and work within 
the guidelines to ensure that everyone is as safe as possible, and that students continue to get access to 
the best possible education. The students should be very proud of their efforts throughout the period of 
remote learning, and next week provides them with an opportunity to build on this and embrace the return 
to face-to-face teaching and interactions with their peers.  
 
Below are some key updates and reminders: 
 
Academy Re-Opening Guidance and Key Information 
 
One of the inherent challenges of the re-opening of schools is that there is a significant amount of 
information involved.  Earlier this week, we issued the key guidance about routines, protocols and 
expectations.  This includes information about student timetables and where to go for their first lesson on 
Monday. As stated in the guidance document, we ask for your support in all aspects of the protocols for 
school reopening, including uniform and appearance, so that we can work together to ensure a positive 
learning atmosphere and environment. 
 
It is vitally important that you read this document and go through it with your child so that they are clear on 
what is expected on Monday. The guidance document is on the Academy website and can be accessed 
at the following link: 
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/Uploads/documents/December%202020/Academy%20March%2021
%20Re-opening.pdf 
 
To complement this, students have also been shown a broadcast during Personal Tutor time which went 
through guidance and expectations for the re-opening of school.  Your child can access the broadcast at 
the following link – please note that they will need to sign in using their usual username and password: 
 
http://video.sandwellacademy.com/View.aspx?id=8089~4z~b2vZtXQG 
 
Lateral Flow Testing Update 
 
You will be aware that all secondary schools are expected to test pupils over the age of 11 as part of the 
full re-opening of schools. As part of this process and in line with requirements, we will offer all pupils three 
self-tests for Covid-19 in school, with each test between 3-5 days apart.  
 
Yesterday and today we held the first round of lateral flow tests for students for whom we have received 
parental consent. We are very pleased with how the testing arrangements were successfully implemented 
- thank you and well done to the students who helped to ensure that the testing schedule ran smoothly. 
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Testing will continue throughout next week.  After the initial three tests are complete, with results reported 
to the NHS and any positive results to the school, home testing kits will be available for pupils and staff. 
Any positive tests returned through a Lateral Flow Device in school will automatically trigger a period of 10 
day isolation from the date of the test. 
 
Please also remember that although testing in schools is still voluntary, it is strongly encouraged by the 
Government. A reminder that all key information and the parental consent form in relation to Covid testing 
for students at the Academy can be accessed at: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 
 
Thank you again for all your support 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
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